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simple. His body control is unbelievable.”

And when things get hairy, as they did several ti
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tempt, assuming there are no gaps left open. “ dodropin | said. “I knew the problem was there, but I
that uncertain moment,” Korn said, “and mayb two sticksin | didn’t have a good game plan for fixing it
front and it’s going to get tipped, or it's comi gh trafficand | until Mitch came along with different drills,
you know it’s coming but you don’t know w! s amazing how | video looking at different areas and teach-
many times Murphy’s Law comes into the goal. If you pro- ing muscle memory in a way I had never re-
vide a four-inch hole between your pads - eally small—and | ally done before.” :
you're not tight, that three-inch puck will t hole at the most | Holtby is a visual learner, so video was |
inopportune times, not when the score is ! crucial last season, when the bulk of this
This was a beautiful notion for Holtb ad been well aware | work was done. He may not have felt like 1
CH | LD REN OF Mitch Korn has worked with many goalies over the years,
including some of the best ever. Here are his thoughts on a few:
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in at 19 and throw smoke, 102-mph
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says, 'Get other pitches!' And | said
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goalie that has ever played, with all s,
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his body was in the wrong position when he was on the ice, but
the tape didn’t lie. From there, Korn could use his direct per-
sonality and decades of experience to hone his student’s game
to a diamond tip. “He sees everything from the stands, which
is amazing,” Holtby said. “I'm always expecting to explain what
happened on a certain play, but he already knows. He’s a step
ahead. He sees it as we see it, which is extremely efficient. You're
not overthinking things, and you're not wasting energy trying to
figure things out. It’s a very easy game plan.”
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That brings us back to the future and the New York Rangers.
Specifically, the late spring of 2016, when, if all goes according to
plan, the Washington Capitals will be battling through the East en
route to the Stanley Cup final. That route will at some point likely
go through the Rangers, who have dispatched the Capitals in the
playoffs three times in the past four seasons. In those three series,
all of which went seven games, Washington never gave up more
than 16 goals. The difference between heartbreak and elation was
often one goal, and whether it's against the Rangers or another
tough Metropolitan Division opponent, it’s a situation Holtby and
the Caps will likely face again this post-season. “They’re a very
good hockey team,” he said. “Last year we gave ourselves the best
opportunity to beat them. Our team was built for the playoffs. Be-
fore, we relied a little too much on our skill, we didn’t have the
same feeling of wanting to accomplish something as we do now.”

For his part, Holtby shrugs off the fact the only goalie he has
ever lost to in the NHL playoffs is Lundqvist. Holtby's eye is set
squarely on bringing a Cup to Washington. The franchise has
been to the end just once, getting swept in the 1998 final by the
Detroit Red Wings, but expectations have been high ever since
Alex Ovechkin became one of the most dangerous scorers in
the history of the game. Ovechkin’s supporting cast was already
impressive before the team brought in TJ. Oshie and Justin 'Mr.
Game 7’ Williams, while the D-corps is in a great place, led by
John Carlson. But it’s all going to come down to Holtby. “You can’t
win without trusting your goalie,” Trotz said. “If you're not get-
ting the saves you're expecting, your team plays a little tentative
at times. They erase all our mistakes. They set the confidence
level. No matter what your lineup is, you know you’re OK that
night. That'’s a pretty comforting feeling.”

So when the game is on the line and opponents are scrambling
and gnashing like wolverines in front of Holtby’s crease, hoping
to find that four-inch gap, that is when the student will remem-
ber his teacher’s simple mantra: Default Tight.. |

PEKKA RINNE
“Maybe the best
goalie playing
today. And a
phenomenal
person. He's a
great goalie and
he’s a better
person. And that's
pretty awesome.”
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